
Year 10 - Supporting Success at GCSE 
October 1st 2026

‘The summit is what drives us, but the 

climb itself is what matters.’ 

Conrad Anker



▪General information about GCSEs
▪What are the real keys to success?
▪What does effective preparation look like?
▪What support is available?

Year 10 - Supporting Success at GCSE 
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'Keeping Up 

Assessments'

Spring 1 Spring 2

'Keeping Up 

Assessments'

Summer 1 Summer 2

End of year 10 

Exams 

Autumn 1

 

Autumn 2
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Spring 1 Spring 2
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YEAR 10 

YEAR 11 

EXAMS EXAMS



Target Grades

Scaled 

score 

Generate 

a GCSE 

Target

TARGET 

GRADES

English = 6

Maths = 5

Science = 6

▪ Not hugely reliable 
▪ Better than nothing
▪ Not an indication of how well you will do
▪ We are happy to raise them if you want us to



Target Grades: Caution 

Qualification Name Target Grade Grade

English Language 6 3
Maths 7 5
Combined Science 66 43
Combined Science 66 43
Geography 6 3
Computer Science 6 2
English Literature 6 2
French 5 2
iMedia L2D L1M
PE GCSE 6 2

Qualification Name Target Grade Grade

English Literature 5 8
Maths 5 6
History 5 7
Biology 5 6
Chemistry 5 5
English Language 5 6
Philosophy & Ethics 5 6
Art 5 5
French 4 5
Physics 5 5



What does it take to be successful?

Qualification Name Target Grade Grade

English Literature 5 8
Maths 5 6
History 5 7
Biology 5 6
Chemistry 5 5
English Language 5 6
Philosophy & Ethics 5 6
Art 5 5
French 4 5
Physics 5 5

How did this 
student do this?



7 Principles 

Success 
at GCSE

“Aim 
High” 

Attitude 

Exam 
Practice 

Homework 

Revision 
Seeking 
support 

Keep up 
don’t  

catch up: 
Be here 

Try and 
enjoy the 

ride 



Dangerous territory

▪ "I only need a 4 to get to college"

▪ "I am just going to concentrate on the subjects I enjoy"

▪ "I'm not good at English so I'm not going to try“

▪ “Sir, please can I drop Maths?”

▪ "Geography isn't anything to do with my future career 
ambition"

“Aim High” 
Attitude 



Qualification Name Target Y10 Summer Exams Final GCSE

Business Studies 4 4 6

Combined Science 4 3 2 9 9

Economics 5 4 6

English Language 4 4 5

English Literature 4 X 5

Geography 5 4 8

History 4 4 7

Maths 4 2 5

Real student – the power of aiming high  



Aiming High

▪Protects you against grade deflation 

▪Protects you against exam anxiety and silly errors

There is no glass ceiling on any child, so don’t create 
one for yourself.
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Keep up 

don’t  catch 

up 



First 10 minutes of every lesson 

This builds 

memory for 

the exams 

Keep up 
don’t  

catch up 



Just 3 minutes late to every lesson 

= 15 minutes per day

= 75 minutes per week 

= 48 hours per year 

Keep up 
don’t  

catch up 



Just 5 minutes late to every lesson 

= 25 minutes per day

= 2 hours and 8 minutes per week 

= 81 hours per year (10 school days)

Keep up 
don’t  

catch up 



“Aim High” 
Attitude 

Check your child’s books





“Aim High” 
Attitude 



Success rate in daily quizzes “Aim High” 
Attitude 

This is as important as end of unit tests. 

It shows how well your child is mastering the 

GCSE curriculum 



Past papers

Past paper Examiner’s 

Report 
Markscheme

Exam 
Practice 



Keeping it simple 

Answer some 
past questions 
from memory 
under timed 
conditions  

Mark them 
using the mark 

scheme 

Revise the bits 
that you 

couldn’t do or 
got wrong  



Distractions 

Listening to music 

during revision 

prevents knowledge 

retention 

Mobile phones and social 

media will destroy knowledge 

retention and retrieval ability 

Revision 



Maths 



EDEXCEL 

▪Paper 1 – Non-calculator (1hr 30mins)

▪Paper 2 – Calculator (1hr 30mins) 

▪Paper 3 – Calculator (1hr 30mins)



Maths Genie 





ENGLISH



Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (1hr 45 mins)

Focuses on a fiction text for reading and a descriptive or narrative writing task.

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives (1hr 45 mins)

Focuses on two non-fiction or literary non-fiction texts for reading and a writing task to 

present a viewpoint.

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel (1hr 45 mins)

Macbeth 

Dr Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (2hrs 15 mins)

An Inspector Calls 

Power and Conflict 

Unseen Poetry 

AQA ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

AQA ENGLISH LITERATURE  



Revision Guides and workbooks for sale 

▪ They are cheaper to buy through us, you can order them on Arbor 

Revision 



Revision Guides and Workbooks Revision 



Seeking 
support 



Seeking 
support 



Healthy 
eating 

and 
sleeping 

Exercise 

Talking 
about 

how you 
feel 

Seeking 
support 



How can you help?
✓You know your child better 

than anyone

✓Keep telling them you are 
proud of them

✓Focus on the positives

✓Be a motivator, avoid talking 
about ‘failure’ 

✓Test them on key words, 
which sections they need to 
answer 

✓help them make sense of 
mark-schemes, 

✓use flashcards to test them, 

✓help them organise their 
time.  



Keeping Up Assessments 

▪ After October Half Term 

▪ Tests in each subject

▪ We expect students to revise what they have learnt in the first half 
term

▪ We will report to you whether your child is:

▪ Relative to their target grade

Above 

Track 
On Track 

Below 

Track 

Well Below 

Track 



August 17th, 2028
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