
‘The summit is what drives us, 

but the climb itself is what 

matters.’ 

Conrad Anker

Year 11 

Supporting Success Evening 





▪General information about GCSEs
▪Revision 
▪Support
▪Exam Tips
▪Key dates 
▪Questions for Chloe

GCSE Information Evening 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

End of year 10 

Exams 

Autumn 1

Intervention 

English Language 2 Mock

 

Autumn 2

Intervention

Mock Exams 

Spring 1

Intervention

Spring 2

Intervention

Mock Exams

YEAR 10 

YEAR 11 

EXAMS EXAMS



Week Date Morning Exam Afternoon Exam

B Thursday 7th May BTEC Sport

B Friday 8th May ENGLISH LIT BOOSTER Drama
Economics, Paper 1*

A Monday 11th May English Literature, Paper 1 Business Studies, Paper 1

A Tuesday 12th May Philosophy & Ethics, Paper 1 Biology, Paper 1
Combined Science, Biology Paper 1

A Wednesday 13th May Geography, Paper 1 Computer Science, Paper 1

A Thursday 14th May Maths, Paper 1 HISTORY BOOSTER

A Friday 15th May History, Paper 1 CHEMISTRY BOOSTER 

B Monday 18th May Chemistry, Paper 1
Combined Science, Chemistry Paper 1 ENGLISH LIT BOOSTER 

B Tuesday 19th May English Literature, Paper 2 Computer Science, Paper 2

B Wednesday 20th May French, Listening
French, Reading

Philosophy & Ethics, Paper 2

B Thursday 21st May English Language, Paper 1 Business Studies, Paper 2

B Friday 22nd May Physical Education, Paper 1**
Economics, Paper 2 LEAVERS ASSEMBLY

Half Term – STUDY LEAVE BEGINS 

LAST YEAR’S 

REAL EXAM 

TIMETABLE

To give you a 

flavour 



Week Date Morning Exam Afternoon Exam

A Monday 1st June Physical Education, Paper 2 Physics Booster 

A Tuesday 2nd June Physics, Paper 1

Combined Science, Physics Paper 1

Maths Booster 

A Wednesday 3rd June Maths, Paper 2 Geography, Paper 2

Health & Social Care*

A Thursday 4th June History, Paper 2 French, Writing

A Friday 5th June English Language, Paper 2 Music

B Monday 8th June Biology, Paper 2

Combined Science, Biology Paper 2

IMedia

Further Maths, paper 1

B Tuesday 9th June Spanish, Listening

Spanish, Reading

History, Paper 3

B Wednesday 10th June Maths, Paper 3 Design & Technology

B Thursday 11th June Geography – Paper 3 Food & Nutrition

B Friday 12th June Chemistry, Paper 2

Combined Science, Chemistry Paper 2

Hospitality & Catering

A Monday 15th June Physics, Paper 2

Combined Science, Physics Paper 2

Further Maths, Paper 2

A Tuesday 16th June Spanish Writing



Mock Exams 

October 22nd – English Language Paper 2 

November 23rd – 1st December Mock exam season 1

March 1st – March 9th – Mock exam season 2

Exam 
Practice 



Mock Timetable – 23rd November – 1st December

AM form P1 P2 Brea

k

P3 Lunch P4 Form P5

Monday 

23rd
Biology 

Combined Science – Paper 1 (1hr 15)

Triple Science – Paper 1 (1hr 45)

Normal 

Lessons
Maths (1hr 30)

Non-Calculator

Tuesday 

24th
Option D

Geography (Combined Physical & Human 1hr 30), 
History (Crime & Punishment & Anglo Saxon & Normans 

(1hr45)

REP (Combined Religions & Thematic Studies 1hr 

30), 

Computer Science (Paper 1 – Computer Systems 

– 1hr 30)

Design Technology (Unit 1 1hr45)

Normal 
Lessons

Option C
Geography (Combined Physical & Human 1hr 30),

Art (Component 1 Outcome – in Art Room – 1hr 45)

GCSE PE (Paper 1 and Paper 2 combined  - 1hr) 

GCSE Food (Food Preparation & Nutrition – 1hr 45)

Hospitality & Catering (Unit 1 1hr 30)

Wednesday 

25th Physics
Combined Science – Paper 1 (1hr 15)

Triple Science – Paper 1 (1hr 45)

Normal 
Lessons

Option A
French (Writing 1hr15), 

Spanish (Writing 1hr 15), 

Geography (Combined Physical & Human 1hr 30), 

History (Crime and Punishment & Anglo Saxon and Normans (1hr 45)

Thursday 

26th English Language (1hr 

45)
Paper 2

Normal 
Lessons

Option B
Geography (Combined Physical & Human 1hr 30), 

REP (Combined Religions & Thematic Studies 1hr 30), 

GCSE PE (Paper 1 and Paper 2 combined 1hr) 

Business Studies (Paper 1 – 1hr 45) 

Drama (Component 1: Understanding Drama 65 mins) Music (Listening – in Music Room – 1hr 30)

Friday 27th Training Day Training 
Day

Training Day

Monday 

30th
Maths (1hr 30)

Calculator

Normal 
Lessons Chemistry

Combined Science – Paper 1 (1hr 15)

Triple Science – Paper 1 (1hr 45)

Tuesday 

1st
French & Spanish (1hr)

Reading

Normal 
Lessons

English Literature (45 mins)
Paper 2 Section C



7 Principles 

Success 
at GCSE

“Aim 
High” 

Attitude 

Exam 
Practice 

Homework 

Revision 
Seeking 
support 

Keep up 
don’t  

catch up: 
Be here 

Try and 
enjoy the 

ride 



Target Grades: Caution 

Qualification Name Target Grade Grade

English Language 6 3
Maths 7 5
Combined Science 66 43
Combined Science 66 43
Geography 6 3
Computer Science 6 2
English Literature 6 2
French 5 2
iMedia L2D L1M
PE GCSE 6 2

Qualification Name Target Grade Grade

English Literature 5 8
Maths 5 6
History 5 7
Biology 5 6
Chemistry 5 5
English Language 5 6
Philosophy & Ethics 5 6
Art 5 5
French 4 5
Physics 5 5

Target Grades do not determine how well 

you do.  



▪ "I only need a 4 to get to college”

▪ “I need 5 grade 5’s for Sixth Form”

“Aim High” 
Attitude 

C



Look carefully at Sixth Form 

Entry Requirements early



Aiming High

▪Protects you against grade deflation 

▪Protects you against exam anxiety and silly errors

There is no glass ceiling on any child, so don’t create 
one for yourself.



Qualification Name Target Y10 Summer Final GCSE

Business Studies 4 4 6

Combined Science 4 3 2 9 9

Economics 5 4 6

English Language 4 4 5

English Literature 4 X 5

Geography 5 4 8

History 4 4 7

Maths 4 2 5

Real student who aimed high and followed the 

advice laid out in this presentation  



C





Just 5 minutes late to every lesson 

= 25 minutes per day

= 2 hours and 8 minutes per week 

= 81 hours per year (10 school days)

Keep up 
don’t  

catch up 



First 10 minutes of every lesson 

This builds 

memory for 

the exams 

Keep up 
don’t  

catch up 



Master the Specification 

▪ The Exam Specification 

It is a literal checklist of everything the examiner can possibly ask you.

▪ Print it out

▪ Traffic Light System: 

mark topics in Red (don't understand), Amber (understand but can't 
apply), and Green (mastered).

C



C



Ineffective Revision 

Research shows that many people use the same handful of popular approaches 
but that these techniques don’t really work effectively.

Re-reading Highlighting Note taking 

Revision 



Keeping it simple 

Answer some 
past questions 
from memory 
under timed 
conditions  

Mark them 
using the mark 

scheme 

Revise the bits 
that you 

couldn’t do or 
got wrong  

C



Past papers

Past paper Examiner’s 

Report 
Markscheme

Exam 
Practice 

C



Examiner’s Report 



Most effective form of revision – 
Repeated self-testing

What are the main causes of 

deforestation in the Amazon?

1. Commercial farming – large scale farming of 
palm oil/soya for profit 

2. Logging – trees cut down to use the wood for 
furniture, paper, charcoal 

3. Urban sprawl – population growth is forcing 
cities to expand into the rainforest 

4. Mining – large scale mining projects to 
retrieve minerals such as iron ore, bauxite 

FRONT BACK

FLASHCARDS 

Revision 

C



Revision 

C



C



Distractions 

Listening to music 

during revision 

prevents knowledge 

retention 

Mobile phones and social 

media will destroy knowledge 

retention and retrieval ability 

Revision 

C





Revision Timetable 
Revision 

C



Revision Guides and Workbooks Revision 



Maths 



EDEXCEL 

▪Paper 1 – Non-calculator (1hr 30mins)

▪Paper 2 – Calculator (1hr 30mins) 

▪Paper 3 – Calculator (1hr 30mins)



Maths Genie 



ENGLISH



Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (1hr 45 mins)

Focuses on a fiction text for reading and a descriptive or narrative writing task.

Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives (1hr 45 mins)

Focuses on two non-fiction or literary non-fiction texts for reading and a writing task to 

present a viewpoint.

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel (1hr 45 mins)

Macbeth 

Dr Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (2hrs 15 mins)

An Inspector Calls 

Power and Conflict 

Unseen Poetry 

AQA ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

AQA ENGLISH LITERATURE  

C



Intervention 

C



Seeking 
support 



Healthy 
eating 

and 
sleeping 

Exercise 

Talking 
about 

how you 
feel 

Seeking 
support 

C



How can you help?
✓You know your child better 

than anyone

✓Keep telling them you are 
proud of them

✓Focus on the positives

✓Be a motivator, avoid talking 
about ‘failure’ 

✓Test them on key words, 
which sections they need to 
answer 

✓help them make sense of 
mark-schemes, 

✓use flashcards to test them, 

✓help them organise their 
time.  



Wellbeing and support 

You have a lot of support in school 

▪ Form tutor

▪Miss Higgins

▪Mr Bainbridge 

▪Mrs Grimshaw

▪Mr Royles

▪Mr Saunders

▪ We are here to help you through the tricky times. 



Year 11 Prom
June 2027  

C



GCSE Results Day 2027
Thursday 19th August 

C



Presentation Evening, November 2027
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