
Education – A 
Whole World of 

Change 

 

Our Aim 
“Over the last few years the 
educational system has been through 
an incredible amount of change.  The 
simple fact is that this period of 
change is far from over.” 
BBC Education – May 2015 
 
Our aim today is to talk you through 

some of the major changes which 
will affect your children. 



A New Grading 
Structure 

• The Government are reforming 
GCSEs and have created new 
specifications for a number of 
subjects.   

• The exam regulator, Ofqual, has 
decided that the new GCSE 
qualifications will: 
– be more demanding 
– be linear, meaning that students 

take all their exams at the end of 
the course 

– have the non-exam assessment 
(coursework or controlled 
assessment)  removed or reduced 
in the majority of GCSEs 

– have the tiered element (i.e. 
foundation paper) of some courses 
removed 

– have a new national grading scale 
from 9 to 1 

 



Taught from 2015 (First Exams 2017) 
Affects Both Year 9s and 10s 

  New GCSE Legacy GCSE 

Subject Tiered 
Non-exam 

assessment 
Tiered 

Non-exam 
assessment 

English 
Language 

No None Yes 40% 

English 
Literature 

No None Yes 25% 

Maths Yes None Yes None 



  New GCSE Legacy GCSE 

Subject Tiered 
Non-exam 

assessment 
Tiered 

Non-exam 
assessment 

Art and design No 100% No 100% 
Biology Yes None Yes 25% 

Chemistry Yes None Yes 25% 
Combined science Yes None Yes None 
Computer science No 20% No 20% 

Drama No 60% No 60% 
Food preparation and nutrition No 50% No 50% 

French Yes 25% Yes 60% 
Geography No None Yes 25% 

History No None No 25% 
Music No 60% No 60% 

Physical Education No 40% No 60% 
Physics Yes None Yes 25% 

Religious Studies No None No None 
Spanish Yes 25% Yes 60% 

Taught from 2016 (First Exams 2018) 
Affects Only Year 9s and Younger 



  New GCSE Legacy GCSE 

Subject 
Proposed 

Tiering 

Proposed 
non-exam 

assessment 
Tiered 

Non-exam 
assessment 

Business Studies Not tiered None No 25% 

Design and 
technology 

Not tiered 50% No 60% 

Economics Not tiered None No None 

Taught from 2017 (First Exams 2019) 
Affects Only Year 8s & Younger 



Example Year 10 Report 



Example Year 9 Report 



AQA  
GCSE English Language and 

Literature 



English 
Language  



English Literature 

 



Literature examples 
Literature Paper 1 Section A-Shakespeare 
Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, Merchant of Venice 
Literature Unit Paper 1 Section B-19th Century  
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, A Christmas Carol, A Sign of Four 
Literature Paper 2 Section A 
An Inspector Calls, Blood Brothers, Telling Tales (Anthology)  
Literature Unit 2 Section B 
Love and relationships OR Power and conflict (Anthology) 
Literature Unit 2 Section C 
Unseen poetry 
 



What will affect your child? 

• 100% exam (4 exams) 
• Linear and examined at the end of 2 years 
• No tiers 
• All students need to take English Language and 

Literature 
• Every lesson is exam preparation 
• Half-termly assessments using the exam criteria 
• All students need to complete a spoken language 

presentation for their separate endorsement 
• Closed book exams – for all exams 



Mathematics GCSE Changes 

Introducing the new Maths GCSE 9-1 



Government changes 
• The importance placed on maths has changed. 

 
• The Government and Ofqual want to reflect the size 

and value of Maths by making it worth 2 GCSE’s in the 
performance tables.  
 

• It has more content than other GCSEs and gets more 
teaching time compared to other GCSEs; 4 hours per 
week in Year 9 (in preparation), Year 10 and Year 11. 
 

• The new Maths GCSE will be more demanding with 
additional content and greater assessment. 



Grading and Tiers  
• GCSE (9-1) Maths will still have two tiers; ‘Foundation’ and 

‘Higher’. 
• The new tiers cover slightly different ranges of grades than 

before.  
 
 
 
 
 

• The Foundation tier now covers a slightly wider range of 
grades, as it now goes up to Grade 5 (comparable to high 
Grade C / low Grade B performance from the old scale).  

Old GCSE FOUNDATION 

G F E D C 
NEW GCSE FOUNDATION 

1  2  3 4 5 



• Currently 20% of our students sit ‘Foundation’ tier. 
• We now think that up to 50% will sit ‘Foundation’. 



Higher  
 
 
 
 

• The Higher tier will now cover Grade 4 and above, 
whereas the previous Higher tier included grades from 
Grade D and above.  
 

• This means that the easiest questions on the GCSE 9-1 
Higher tier will be slightly more challenging than the 
easiest questions on the previous GCSE’s Higher tier. 
 

OLD GCSE HIGHER 

D C B A A* 
NEW GCSE HIGHER 

4 5 6 7 8 9 



• Currently 80% of our students sit ‘Higher’ tier. 
• We now think only around 50% will sit ‘Higher’. 



Content  

• The style of the exam questions will change to 
include more problem solving questions applying 
the skills covered in the syllabus.  
 

• The new syllabus is greatly expanded with 
completely new topics making an appearance at 
both tiers.  

• While there are some substantial new challenges 
for Higher Tier candidates, the greatest shake-up 
is a vast shift of content from the Higher to the 
Foundation Tier. 
 



  



Assessment  

• The previous GCSE saw learners spending 
between 3 and 4 hours (depending on the tier) in 
exams, split across exams ranging from 1.5 to 2 
hours long.  
 

• The new GCSE (9-1) Mathematics requires all 
learners sit exams totalling 4½ hours. The 
Edexcel qualification breaks this into 3 different 
1½ hour exams. 

• All exams will be sat at the end of Year 11. 



 



What are we doing? 
• Although the style of the exam questions are changing, and 

there’s new content, our Maths faculty boasts 13 specially 
trained Maths Teachers. We have undergone training and 
held meetings on approaching the new challenges. 
 

• We emphasise applying Maths to real life situations and 
promote problem solving techniques through providing 
students with more open tasks and questions in other 
contexts. 
 

• Our ethos in all year groups is to ensure a good grounding 
in the topic, then stretch students as far as they are capable 
with that topic, drawing links to other areas of the syllabus. 
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