
GCSE EXAMS 
INFORMATION EVENING

March 21st, 2024

‘The summit is what drives us, but the 

climb itself is what matters.’ 

Conrad Anker



Well done to Year 11



No ordinary year for GCSE

Pre-pandemic grade 
boundaries 

No early entry in Year 10 

2-year GCSE course instead 
of 3-year 

Exam support removed 
(Apart from Physics equation sheets)

COVID-19 Disruption in 
Year 7

Memory Burden
Quotes/poems 



Agenda

✓Exam dates 

✓Plans for the exam season

✓Exam logistics

✓Malpractice & special consideration 

✓Exam technique 

✓Revision

✓Wellbeing 



When are the exams?

• The Master Exam Timetable is on our website 

• We have printed copies for you to take away with you 
tonight

• Your child’s individual timetable will be sent straight after 
Easter



DATE 

Thursday 9th May 

Friday 10th May 

Monday 13th May

Tuesday 14th May 

Wednesday 15th May

Thursday 16th May

Friday 17th May 

Monday 20th May

Tuesday 21st May

Wednesday 22nd May

Thursday 23rd May

Friday 24th May 

Morning Exam Afternoon Exam 

Economics Paper 1 1h45

Economics Paper 2

HALF TERM
WEEK B

English Literature Paper 2 2h15

Computer Science Paper 2 1h30

Physics Paper 1  1h45                          

Combined Science Paper 1 1h15
Physical Education  Paper 1 1h15

English Language Paper 1 1h45

French - Writing  1h15

Computer Science Paper 1 1h30

Maths Paper 1 (Non Calculator)1h30 Religious Studies Paper 2 1h45

Chemistry Paper 1  1h45                        

Combined Science Paper 1 1h15
Geography Paper 1 1h30

WEEK B

Religious Studies 1 1h 45 

Biology Paper 1  1h45                          

Comb Science Paper 1 1h15

WEEK A

English Literature Paper 1 1h45

French: Reading and Listening  1h45 Business Paper 1 1h45

History -Paper 1 1h15



Monday 3rd June

Tuesday 4th June

Wednesday 5th June

Thursday 6th June

Friday 7th June

Monday 10th June

Tuesday 11th June

Wednesday 12th June

Thursday 13th June 

Friday 14th June 

Monday 17th June

Tuesday 18th June

Wednesday 19th June

Thursday 20th June Hosp & Catering Industry Paper 
WEEK A

Music 1h30

Design & Technology 2hrs

Further Maths Paper 2 1h45            

Food Preparation and Nutrition 1h45

Biology Paper 2  1h45                          

Combined Science Paper 2 1h15

WEEK B

Maths Paper 3 (Calculator)1h30
Spanish Paper 4 1h15                              

Creative iMedia 1h30

Chemistry Paper 2  1h45                          

Combined Science Paper 2 1h15

Further Maths Paper 1 1h45

History Paper 3 - 1h20

Geography Paper 3 1h30
Physics Paper 2  1h45                          

Comb Science Paper 2 1h15

HALF TERM

WEEK A

Maths Paper 2 (Calculator)1h30 Physical Education Paper 2 1h15

Spanish - Reading & Listening 1h45 History Paper 2 1h45

Geography Paper 2 1h30 Business Paper 2 1h45

English Language Paper 2 1h45



The Plan for the Remainder of Year 11

✓Students will be in school as normal until the May half term

✓They must be on site by 8:40am as usual 

✓When they are not in exams, we will ensure they are revising/being prepared for 
their next exam by their teachers

✓After May Half term, we will allow study leave for most students, but they can stay 
in school if they wish to

✓They must be on site by 8:40am for a morning exam 

✓They must be on site by 12:45pm for an afternoon exam

✓We will also run pre-exam booster sessions for the biggest exams. A timetable will 
follow. 

MAY HALF TERM



Monday 3rd June

Tuesday 4th June

Wednesday 5th June

Thursday 6th June

Friday 7th June

Monday 10th June

Tuesday 11th June

Wednesday 12th June

Thursday 13th June 

Friday 14th June 

Monday 17th June

Tuesday 18th June

Wednesday 19th June

Thursday 20th June Hosp & Catering Industry Paper 
WEEK A

Music 1h30

Design & Technology 2hrs

Further Maths Paper 2 1h45            

Food Preparation and Nutrition 1h45

Biology Paper 2  1h45                          

Combined Science Paper 2 1h15

WEEK B

Maths Paper 3 (Calculator)1h30
Spanish Paper 4 1h15                              

Creative iMedia 1h30

Chemistry Paper 2  1h45                          

Combined Science Paper 2 1h15

Further Maths Paper 1 1h45

History Paper 3 - 1h20

Geography Paper 3 1h30
Physics Paper 2  1h45                          

Comb Science Paper 2 1h15

HALF TERM

WEEK A

Maths Paper 2 (Calculator)1h30 Physical Education Paper 2 1h15

Spanish - Reading & Listening 1h45 History Paper 2 1h45

Geography Paper 2 1h30 Business Paper 2 1h45

English Language Paper 2 1h45

MATHS 8:45 – 9:15am



Logistics of the exam season 

✓Lunch will be available to all Year 11s throughout the 
exam period at the earlier time of 12:05pm

✓Pre-exam boosters timetable will be shared after Easter

✓Students will follow the same procedures as the mock 
exams:

Bag rooms > Line up in MUGA > Walk in silence > Sit down > begin!



Malpractice 



What is considered malpractice?
A. Having a label on your water bottle 

B. A pencil case you can’t see through 

C. Phone going off in your pocket 

D. Phone spotted in your blazer pocket as the invigilator walks around 

E. Taking a smart watch into the exam hall  

F. Taking a regular watch into the exam hall

G. Taking in an MP3 player

H. Taking in notes in your pockets

I. Taking in notes in your pockets – but not for a different subject than the exam you 
are sitting. 

J. Taking in headphones or airpods

K. Whispering on your way through the door to the Sports Hall

L. Turning around and looking behind you 





Outcomes of Malpractice 



Equipment 

• You must bring with you the correct 
equipment for every exam

• 2 black pen – no fibre tips or gel pens, 

• Pencil, rubber, sharpener 

• Ruler

• Scientific calculator 

• Protractor 

• Compass

• Geometry set



Use of the toilet 

✓No trips in the first half 
hour of an exam 

✓No trips in the last half 
hour of an exam 

✓You can't therefore go 
to the toilet in a 1-hour 
exam 



Special consideration 

• Must be applied for at the time of the assessment.

• The grounds for special consideration are very specific 

• The threshold is very high 

• The resulting outcome is often minimal 

Find out more:

JCQ A guide to the Special Consideration process (pearson.com)

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/Special-consideration/guide-to-spec-con-process-october22-final.pdf


Observations during the mocks

Strengths

✓Excellent conduct

✓Resilient attitude during a tough week

✓Good attendance and punctuality

✓Positive outlook



The 3 most common exam pitfalls 

Not using time effectively Misreading the question Not following the exam instructions 



Not following the exam instructions 



1 mark

Science 



Science 

0 marks 



0 marks 

Geography 



1 mark

THIS IS TRUE IN:
History
English Language

Food Tech 
Spanish

French
Geography
Business 

PE GCSE
DT 

Computer Science





Misreading the question 







Not using time effectively 



Finishing early and 

sitting with the 
paper closed…

• Check your answers

• Have a go at difficult questions 



45 minutes in total

1 mark per minute



45 minutes



Other pitfalls 





Optionality 

• In some of the GCSE exams, students need to choose 
sections to answer

• This is because some GCSEs give schools the option to 
select the best topics/texts for their students

• For example, there is optionality in:

1. English Literature

2. Geography

3. Music 













Revision 

Please visit the website

Here is the direct link:

Rossett School - GCSE Support and Guidance

 

https://www.rossettschool.co.uk/curriculum/gcse-support-and-guidance/






Keeping it simple 

Answer some 
past 

questions 
from memory 

Mark them 
using the 

mark scheme 

Revise the 
bits that you 
couldn’t do 



AQA 
EDEXCEL

Click here for 
past papers 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects.html


Click here for direct link to this 
article

Coping with exam pressure - a guide 
for students - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Healthy 
eating 

and 
sleeping 

Exercise 

Talking 
about 

how you 
feel 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coping-with-exam-pressure-a-guide-for-students/coping-with-exam-pressure-a-guide-for-students
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coping-with-exam-pressure-a-guide-for-students/coping-with-exam-pressure-a-guide-for-students




Universal support

Grade booster sessions

Form time revision

Century Tech

Reduced cost revision guides

In-class revision

Walking talking mocks

Pre-exam boosters

Tutoring in Form Time 





How can you help?

✓You know your child better than 
anyone

✓Keep telling them you are proud of 
them

✓Focus on the positives

✓Be a motivator, avoid talking about 
‘failure’ 

✓Test them on key words, which 
sections they need to answer 

✓help them make sense of mark-
schemes, 

✓use flashcards to test them, 

✓help them organise their time.  





‘The summit is what drives 

us, but the climb itself is 
what matters.’ 

Conrad Anker

First Exam
9th May 2024

Last Exam 

20th June 2024

Prom 
3rd July 2024

Results Day 
22nd August 2024 
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