
GCSE EXAMS 
INFORMATION EVENING

April 16th 2026

“we came as strangers; 
we leave as friends”



I will cover:

✓Exam dates 

✓Plans for the exam season

✓Exam logistics

✓Malpractice 

✓Special consideration 

✓Exam technique 

✓Revision

✓Wellbeing 



This half term
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ENG LIT MOCK

5
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Week 4 5 5 5
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The Plan for the Remainder of Year 11

✓Students will be in school as normal until the May half term

✓They must be on site by 8:35am as usual 

✓When they are not in exams, we will ensure they are revising/being prepared 
for their next exam by their teachers

✓After May Half term, we will allow study leave for most students, but they can 
stay in school if they wish to

✓They must be on site by 8:35am for a morning exam 

✓They must be on site by 11:15am for an afternoon exam

✓We will run pre-exam booster sessions for the biggest exams. A timetable will 
follow. 

 

MAY HALF TERM



When are the exams?

▪The Master Exam Timetable is on our website 

▪Your child’s individual timetable has been 
sent to you electronically, and it has been 
sent home in hard copy.

▪ If you spot any issues, please contact 
rsexams@rs.rklt.co.uk 

mailto:rsexams@rs.rklt.co.uk


Week Date Morning Exam Afternoon Exam

B Thursday 7th May BTEC Sport

B Friday 8th May ENGLISH LIT BOOSTER Drama
Economics, Paper 1*

A Monday 11th May English Literature, Paper 1 Business Studies, Paper 1

A Tuesday 12th May Philosophy & Ethics, Paper 1 Biology, Paper 1
Combined Science, Biology Paper 1

A Wednesday 13th May Geography, Paper 1 Computer Science, Paper 1

A Thursday 14th May Maths, Paper 1 HISTORY BOOSTER

A Friday 15th May History, Paper 1 CHEMISTRY BOOSTER 

B Monday 18th May Chemistry, Paper 1
Combined Science, Chemistry Paper 1

ENGLISH LIT BOOSTER 

B Tuesday 19th May English Literature, Paper 2 Computer Science, Paper 2

B Wednesday 20th May French, Listening
French, Reading

Philosophy & Ethics, Paper 2

B Thursday 21st May English Language, Paper 1 Business Studies, Paper 2

B Friday 22nd May Physical Education, Paper 1**
Economics, Paper 2

LEAVERS ASSEMBLY

Half Term – STUDY LEAVE BEGINS 



Week Date Morning Exam Afternoon Exam

A Monday 1st June Physical Education, Paper 2 Physics Booster 

A Tuesday 2nd June Physics, Paper 1

Combined Science, Physics Paper 1

Maths Booster 

A Wednesday 3rd June Maths, Paper 2 Geography, Paper 2

Health & Social Care*

A Thursday 4th June History, Paper 2 French, Writing

A Friday 5th June English Language, Paper 2 Music

B Monday 8th June Biology, Paper 2

Combined Science, Biology Paper 2

IMedia

Further Maths, paper 1

B Tuesday 9th June Spanish, Listening

Spanish, Reading

History, Paper 3

B Wednesday 10th June Maths, Paper 3 Design & Technology

B Thursday 11th June Geography – Paper 3 Food & Nutrition

B Friday 12th June Chemistry, Paper 2

Combined Science, Chemistry Paper 2

Hospitality & Catering

A Monday 15th June Physics, Paper 2

Combined Science, Physics Paper 2

Further Maths, Paper 2

A Tuesday 16th June Spanish Writing



✓Lunch will be available to all Year 11s throughout the 
exam period at the earlier time of 12:10pm

✓We will run pre-exam booster sessions for the biggest 
exams. A timetable will follow. 

EXAMPLE





Study Leave 

▪Study leave is a double-edged sword: it offers the gift 
of time, but without a plan, that time can evaporate into 
"procrastination" (doing everything except studying).

▪ Instead of planning what you will do, keep a log of what 
you actually did. This keeps you honest about how much 
time you’re wasting.

▪Work in blocks of 50 minutes with a 10-minute break. 
After four blocks, take a longer 30-minute break.



Master the Specification 

▪ The Exam Specification 

It is a literal checklist of everything the examiner can possibly ask you.

▪ Print it out

▪ Traffic Light System: 

mark topics in Red (don't understand), Amber (understand but can't 
apply), and Green (mastered).





Equipment 

▪ You must bring with you the correct 
equipment for every exam

▪ 2 black pen – no fibre tips or gel pens 

▪ Pencil, rubber, sharpener 

▪ Ruler

▪ Scientific calculator 

▪ Geometry set

▪ PARENTS/CARERS – WE NEED YOUR HELP



Special consideration 

▪ Must be applied for at the time of the assessment.

▪ The grounds for special consideration are very specific 

▪ The threshold is very high 

▪ The resulting outcome is often minimal 

▪ Contact Mr Linnett (Exams Officer) if you have any reason to 
discuss special consideration. 

Find out more:

JCQ A guide to the Special Consideration process 
(pearson.com)

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/Special-consideration/guide-to-spec-con-process-october22-final.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/Special-consideration/guide-to-spec-con-process-october22-final.pdf


Malpractice 



What is considered malpractice?

A. Having a label on your water bottle 

B. A pencil case you can’t see through 

C. Phone going off in your pocket 

D. Phone spotted in your blazer pocket as the invigilator walks around 

E. Taking a smart watch into the exam hall  

F. Taking a regular watch into the exam hall

G. Taking in an MP3 player

H. Taking in notes in your pockets

I. Taking in notes in your pockets – but not for a different subject than the 
exam you are sitting. 

J. Taking in headphones or Airpods

K. Whispering on your way into the Sports Hall

L. Whispering on your way out of the Sports Hall

M. Turning around and looking behind you 







Lateness

Important Procedures

▪ Contact the School: If you are running late, call the school office 
immediately. They may advise you to remain under the 
supervision of a parent/guardian and give your phone to your 
parent 

▪ Report to Reception: Never walk straight into the exam hall. 
Always go to reception first to be escorted.

▪ Supervision: To have the best chance of your paper being 
marked, you should be under "centre supervision" (a teacher or 
staff member) as soon as possible after the official start time.



You are considered ‘very late’ if you arrive:

▪ More than 1 hour after the published start time (i.e., after 10:00 
am or 2:30 pm)

▪ Warning: You will be warned that the exam board may not accept 
your script.

▪ Security: The school must submit a Form JCQ/VLA to the exam 
board. They will need to provide the reason for your lateness and 
evidence that the security of the exam was maintained 

▪ Final Decision: The exam board decides whether to mark your 
paper. 
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unwell but can sit it

too ill to attend



If You Can Still Sit the Exam (Special 
Consideration)

▪ If you are unwell (e.g., flu, migraine, or a recent injury) but feel you 
can manage to sit the paper, you should still go.

▪ Inform the School: Tell the Exams Officer or an invigilator before 
the exam starts.

▪ Adjustments: They may be able to put you near an exit or in a 
separate room if you are likely to be sick or need frequent breaks.

▪ The Application: Because your illness may "materially affect" 
your performance, the school can apply for Special 
Consideration. This usually results in a small percentage 
increase (1% to 5%) being added to your raw mark to compensate 
for the disadvantage.



Too Ill to Attend (Missing the Exam)

▪ If you are physically unable to leave the house or are hospitalized, 
you will miss the exam.

▪ Call Immediately: parent/guardian must call the school office before 
the exam starts.

▪ Medical Evidence: You must get a medical note or a letter from a 
doctor dated the day of the exam. The JCQ is very strict; they will not 
accept an application for a missed exam without formal evidence.

▪ Minimum Requirements: To get a grade for a subject when you've 
missed a paper, you must have completed at least one other 
"component" (exam or coursework) for that specific qualification. The 
exam board will use your other marks to calculate a "calculated' 
grade for the missed unit.



Top 3 ways to gain marks 

Using time effectively Reading the question Following the exam instructions 



Following the exam instructions 



0 marks 

Geography 



1 mark





Misreading the question 



1 mark

Science 



Science 

0 marks 







Using time effectively 



Finishing early and 

sitting with the 

paper closed…

• Check your answers

• Have a go at difficult questions 



45 minutes in total

1 mark per minute



45 minutes





Optionality 

▪ In some of the GCSE exams, students need to choose 
sections to answer

▪ This is because some GCSEs give schools the option to select 
the best topics/texts for their students

▪ For example, there is optionality in:

1. English Literature

2. Geography

3. Music 













Wellbeing and support 

▪You have a lot of support in school 

▪Mr Royles

▪Mrs Grimshaw 

▪Mr Saunders

▪Mr Bainbridge 

▪ Form tutors

▪We are here to help you through the tricky times. 



GCSE Results Day 2026
Thursday 20th August 



Presentation Evening, November 2026



True or False





True or False

Johnny is late for his exam 

because he missed the 

bus.  He arrives at 10:15am 

It is possible his paper 

won’t be marked by the 

exam board.



True or False

Banned item?



True or False

Banned item?



True or False

Banned item?



True or False 

Sophie turned and spoke to her friend in the 
Sport’s Hall after the exam papers had been 
collected on the row.  Sophie has committed 
malpractice. 



Pick a colour 

Which set of poems do students answer in the 
English Literature paper?

Power 

& 

Conflict 

Love 

& 

Relationships 



"We're here to 

support you every 

step of the way."

"Take breaks and 

remember to 

relax. You're 

doing great."

"You've got 

this. I believe 

in your ability 

to succeed."

"You're learning 

and growing, and 

that's what 

matters most."



GOOD LUCK!
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