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What is the school proposing?  

1. Your child continues with the BTEC First course which they are doing but we re-register 
them from the Diploma to the Extended Certificate which is currently worth not 4, but 2 
GCSEs. This contains only half the quantity of work when compared with the planned 
Diploma and the course could therefore be completed by the end of this academic year, 
by June 2012. Under the new guidelines it will still count as 1 GCSE towards the 
headline target figure at the end of year 11 (summer 2014). 

2. In February 2012 your child then selects another subject as their option for year 10, to 
start at the end of June 2012. This could be a further GCSE but will probably be one of a 
new suite of vocational qualifications which can be done in a year (at 5 hours/week) and 
which count for a full GCSE. Vocational subjects we are hoping to offer include Art and 
Design, Business, Health and Social Care, Performing Arts and Sport (including an 
Outdoor Pursuits option). They will not be able to choose the same subject as they have 
done this year but will have to choose a new subject. 

3. In Spring 2013 your child will choose a final optional subject (GCSE or new vocational 
Award) to study in year 11. This is not a change – your child would have done this 
anyway under the old curriculum model. 
 

How will the qualifications my child will have at the end of year 11 be different from 
those we expected?  
Your child will have 2 fewer optional GCSEs which can count towards the headline figure of 
5 @ A*-C including English and Maths. They will now have 4 counting GCSEs in optional 
subjects instead of 6 but there will be no change to the GCSEs they can achieve in the core 
subjects of English, ICT, Maths and Science (anywhere between 5 – 8 depending on how 
well they are doing in their core subjects). They will therefore have a minimum of 7 subjects 
from which to achieve 3 higher grade passes to add to their English and Maths for the 
headline figure (5 @ A*-C including English and Maths). 

Are there any advantages to the new structure? 

1. Your child will have a broader Key Stage 4 curriculum. As things were they would have 
studied 3 optional subjects (2 GCSEs and the BTEC First Diploma), whereas now they 
will study 4 (the old vocational subject and then either 3 GCSEs or 2 GCSEs and one of 
the new vocational Awards). 

2. Your child’s qualifications at the end of Key Stage 4 will all be to the new guidelines with 
the exception of the proposed Extended Certificate which they will finish next June and 
which will still count as one GCSE under the new arrangements. 

3. The additional vocational subject on your child’s cv will provide for more progression 
opportunities post-16. 

 


